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Swedish Fetishism may include coveting idyllic countrysides, lively urban centers,
and universal healthcare. Also: great ski gear.

When New York City shut down last week for a blizzard that never came to be, a

particularly quirky hashtag popped up on Instagram and Twitter feeds across the

Eastern seaboard:  #hygge
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#hygge, the Danish lifestyle movement fetishizing all things
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Vogue, #lagom is the Scandinavian trend we

need in 2017.

Forget #Hygge - this year is all about #Lagom, I want visit Sweden
all of a sudden. twitter.com/HeadlineHome/s…
6:00 AM - 17 Mar 2017

  4  8

Katie Brown 
@KatieVEBrown

 Follow

From cycling instead of driving to burning sustainable and carbon
neutral fuel; this year is all about #lagom and balanced living...
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Named after a Swedish concept (roughly translated as “not too much, not too

little”), the phenomenon is just the latest instance of America’s longstanding

fascination with Sweden, known for its attractive, leggy populace
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For left-leaning Americans, however, the nation’s primary appeal stems from its

reputation as a progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia

progressive utopia, arguably Scandinavia’s most successful example

of mixing socialist politics and a capitalist economy. Offering “free
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free” college,

universal health care, and a robust social safety net, Sweden’s egalitarian

reputation became an especially poignant fantasy
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February 18, Trump opted to defend his controversial travel ban by vaguely
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invoking a phantom Swedish terrorist incident, baffling
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renewing our fervor for the apparent liberal wonderland. 

That night, Leif Pagrotsky, Sweden’s consul general in

New York City and one of the nation’s top diplomats,

was watching the Saturday evening news. The “attack”

was news to Pagrotsky, news to everybody in Sweden.

So he spent the rest of his weekend researching

whether there was anything to Trump’s claims. By

Monday, the official Swedish response had been

determined: a polite, quizzical note sent to the White

House, along the lines of “Pardon?”

Pagrotsky’s own response was more sardonic. After a

Twitter user discovered that “the biggest incident of

Sweden last night was a horse called Biscuit being

rescued from a well,” he tweeted, tongue firmly in

cheek, “Thanks to your prayers…
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Pagrotsky, a dapper 65-year-old, is

a Nordophile’s
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Nordophile’s dream. He has exceedingly fine manners and exactly the minimalist

chic office decor one might expect from a man who’s been called the “ambassador

of IKEA meatballs.” Grinning slyly over a demitasse of strong Swedish coffee, he

recalls, “I wanted to circulate the news that Biscuit had been rescued, so everyone

could sleep well at night.”

Though he was amused, Pagrotsky doesn’t think Trump was firing randomly. The

seasoned politician has seen his wee country of 10 million garner an outsized share

of U.S. attention, used as a political “ball in your ping-pong match” for decades.

The same perks that delight progressive Americans have turned Sweden into a

useful bogeyman for conservatives who fear the creep of socialism.

Back in the 1960s, Eisenhower called Sweden’s social welfare system a

breeding ground for “sin, nudity, drunkenness, and suicide.” In 2009, when

the U.S. government was bailing out major corporations from failure, Bill

O’Reilly wrung his hands
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wrung his hands over the idea that we might morph into Sweden.

And Marco Rubio fired shots at Bernie Sanders last year, suggesting he’d

make a great Swedish president
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Sweden has a king, not a president—and that “The New Yorker is very good
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Despite the toxicity of Trump’s Sweden claims, Pagrotsky says he’s

grateful that so many Americans are eager to learn more about his

homeland. He fondly recalls that after O’Reilly insulted Sweden, Jon Stewart

sent a crew to the country to uncover its faux horrors. Pagrotsky was interviewed
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for The Daily Show segment; he’s still recognized by strangers.

Still, Pagrotsky believes our view of Sweden can be rather two-dimensional. We

revel in its perennial ranking as one of the top 10 nations on the World
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Happiness report, its low unemployment and crime rates
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charming leaders like Pagrotsky himself, who gladly participate in gay pride
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Yet Sweden is no Shangri-la, and Pagrotsky believes it’s unwise to focus only on the

positive. Days after Trump’s impetuous comment, a small riot broke out 
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small riot broke out in one of

Stockholm’s suburbs, which Pagrotsky attributes to general discontent among a

poor and disenfranchised immigrant community. “A few cars were burned, no one

was seriously hurt, but we are not such a dramatic country,” he says. “These things

are upsetting to us.”

Eventually, it was revealed that Trump’s initial comments were inspired by a

largely discredited documentary called Stockholm Syndrome
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Stockholm Syndrome, which had recently

been featured on a Fox News segment. It presented a Sweden being torn asunder
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by open borders—Muslim immigrants robbing, raping, and killing the native

population, while draining the country’s finite resources. As incendiary as the film

was, Pagrotsky admits that his country struggles with immigration, as well
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In response to a global migration crisis in 2015 (specifically the news of thousands

drowning in the Mediterranean
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drowning in the Mediterranean), Sweden opened its borders to refugees from some

of the world’s most desperate nations—Afghanistan, Syria, and Somalia. But when

no other European countries besides Germany followed suit, Sweden was quickly

overwhelmed. The borders closed up again, and tiny Sweden experienced a tough
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“It was a very hard decision,” says Pagrotsky. “You see, our immigration policy is

based on compassion, an attempt to alleviate suffering. We do not accept

immigrants because we need more workers, or because people need more servants

in their homes.”

Pagrotsky will not condemn or criticize Trump, at least not to a reporter. He says

you can guess his views based on past political alignments (he leans left), but it

would be foolish to “close doors” by spouting off his personal views. Though he

likes to promote “Swedish values” like workplace equality, and sometimes these

values can run afoul of U.S. policy, Pagrotsky says his country is far from perfect;

it’s dangerous to assume that anywhere on Earth is.

“My job is to make people understand what we do, and why we do it,” he says. “It’s

not to say the rest of the world who does not do it is bad or inferior or stupid.

That's not my thing.”

Swede next to me must have said 8 times "You know we all
f*ucking hate donald trump? We do. We all do."
6:28 PM - 7 Mar 2017
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When I ask him about a Swede I recently met who claimed that approximately

99.999 percent of Swedes “hate Donald Trump,” Pagrotsky grows circumspect. “I

think, perhaps this is an exaggeration,” he says, a light twinkle in the eye. “I would

guess it’s more like … 90 percent.” Then he laughs—it turns out his tossed-off

figure is verifiable. “Actually, I read a poll
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Portraits of Leif Pagrotsky by Martin Adolfsson courtesy the Consulate General of

Liberal America Has A
Sweden Fetish
by Jesse Hirsch

! "

CULTURE

Share 505 #  March 20, 2017

Leif Pagrotsky
has seen his
wee country
garner an
outsized share
of U.S. attention
—a political ‘ball
in your ping-
pong match’ for
decades. ”

“

"

My job is to make people understand what
we do and why we do it. It’s not to say the
rest of the world is stupid. ”

“

"

Live Well. Do Good.

  FEATURES  INFOGRAPHICS  PROJECTS $ ISSUES

1 MILLION HUMANS CAN'T BE
WRONG. LIKE US ON

Facebook

Twitter
IS ALSO AN OPTION, IF YOU'RE
INTO THAT

%

 TRENDING(  MOST READ*  RELATED)

Some Men Are Furious Over
A Female-Only Wonder
Woman Screening
by Tod Perry

11 ∠

Refugee Transforms His
Village By Creating Homes
Out Of Discarded Plastic
Bottles
by Tod Perry

22 ∠

Australian Inventor Brings
Burgers And Dogs Together
Beneath The Same Bun 
by Tod Perry

33 ∠

Texas Passes Bill To Prevent
Non-Christians From
Adopting Kids
by Kate Ryan

44 ∠

A Chicago Teen Creates Hope
In His Pursuit Of A Cancer
Cure
by Penn Collins

55 ∠

Resistance In The Time Of
Protest Selfies
by Tasbeeh Herwees66 ∠

First Lady Angers AHCA
Opponents With Tweets From
Recent Hospital Visits
by Penn Collins

77 ∠

A Rape Survivor And Her
Attacker Just Wrote A Book
Together
by Kate Ryan

88 ∠

Donald Trump's Long And
Troubling History Of Casually
Using Mental Health Slurs
To Criticize His Opponents
by Penn Collins

99 ∠

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=842722363124989952
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=842722363124989952
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=842722363124989952
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Hygge?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Lagom?src=hash
https://t.co/fPs6temJtp
https://twitter.com/KatieVEBrown/status/842722363124989952
https://twitter.com/KatieVEBrown
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/KatieVEBrown
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=839499203281747968
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=839499203281747968
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=839499203281747968
https://twitter.com/hashtag/lagom?src=hash
https://twitter.com/ConturaStoves/status/839499203281747968
https://twitter.com/ConturaStoves/status/839499203281747968/photo/1
https://twitter.com/ConturaStoves
https://twitter.com/ConturaStoves
https://twitter.com/ConturaStoves/status/839499203281747968/photo/1
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://www.instagram.com/pagrotsky/
https://www.instagram.com/pagrotsky/
https://www.instagram.com/p/6vJ__2y0fz/
https://www.instagram.com/p/6vJ__2y0fz/
https://www.instagram.com/p/6vJ__2y0fz/
https://www.instagram.com/p/6vJ__2y0fz/
https://www.instagram.com/p/6vJ__2y0fz/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=839301807973224448
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=839301807973224448
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=839301807973224448
https://twitter.com/Jesse_Hirsch/status/839301807973224448
https://twitter.com/Jesse_Hirsch/status/838938597860474882
https://twitter.com/Jesse_Hirsch
https://twitter.com/Jesse_Hirsch
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/Jesse_Hirsch
https://www.instagram.com/p/BRqUo5mll_d/
https://twitter.com/Chillyabeef/status/839568949821980673
http://nymag.com/thecut/2017/01/vogue-says-hygge-is-over-swedish-concept-of-lagom-is-in.html
http://www.vogue.com/article/hygge-trend-lagom-2017
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/04/08/how-the-scandinavians-made-themselves-among-the-tallest-people-in-the-world/?utm_term=.5b20c1823b8b
http://www.ikea.com/us/en/ideas/201543_idde03a/
http://www.abbasite.com/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1250061962/?tag=saloncom08-20
https://qz.com/85017/college-in-sweden-is-free-but-students-still-have-a-ton-of-debt-how-can-that-be/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/trump-presidential-budget-2018-proposal/?utm_term=.ef76693ba09e
https://www.good.is/articles/last-night-sweden-trump
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/19/world/europe/last-night-in-sweden-trumps-remark-baffles-a-nation.html?_r=1
https://twitter.com/leifpagrotsky/status/833366783335751680/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
http://business.time.com/2008/04/29/not_nordtopian_but_certainly_a/
http://www.foxnews.com/story/2009/02/20/is-america-sliding-towards-socialism.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/01/29/by-insulting-bernie-sanders-marco-rubio-angers-swedish-royalists/?utm_term=.8c989af90a7b
https://twitter.com/NewYorker/status/738399824500903937/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
http://www.cc.com/video-clips/r43hlb/the-daily-show-with-jon-stewart-the-stockholm-syndrome-pt--2
http://www.cnn.com/2017/03/20/travel/worlds-happiest-countries-united-nations-2017/
http://www.government.se/articles/2017/02/facts-about-migration-and-crime-in-sweden/
https://www.instagram.com/p/BIjoRNzjgKs/
https://www.instagram.com/p/BHmospKDPrK/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2017/02/21/riots-erupt-in-swedens-capital-just-days-after-trump-comments/?utm_term=.9afb34f5b0bd
http://www.slate.com/blogs/browbeat/2017/02/19/watch_the_documentary_that_taught_trump_about_sweden.html
http://www.salon.com/2017/02/24/filmmaker-behind-trumps-sweden-comments-defends-himself-there-is-a-massive-social-cost-to-muslim-immigration/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-39287656
http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/europes-border-crisis/nearly-3-000-dead-mediterranean-migrants-keep-coming-n427486
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/sweden-has-done-so-much-for-refugees-now-its-turned-its-back-on-them-a6792726.html
https://www.thelocal.se/20170315/only-10-percent-of-swedes-like-donald-trump-poll
https://www.good.is/contributors/jesse-hirsch
https://www.good.is/
https://www.good.is/features
https://www.good.is/infographics
https://www.good.is/issues
javascript:window.open(window.clickTag)
https://www.good.is/articles/women-only-wonder-woman-screening
https://www.good.is/articles/refugee-plastic-bottle-houses
https://www.good.is/articles/burgers-and-dogs-living-together-mass-hysteria
https://www.good.is/articles/texas-prevents-non-christian-adoption
https://www.good.is/articles/chicago-teen-cancer
https://www.good.is/features/resistance-in-the-time-of-protest-selfies
https://www.good.is/articles/melania-prayers-sick
https://www.good.is/articles/rape-survivor-book-with-attacker
https://www.good.is/articles/donald-trump-slurs


5/29/17, 6:04 PMLiberal America Has A Sweden Fetish | GOOD

Page 2 of 2https://www.good.is/articles/top-swedish-diplomat-on-american-obsession-with-scandinavia

Sweden. Top images via Getty (left to right: by Ivan Dmitri/Michael Ochs Archives and

Michel Setboun) and Pixabay.

RECENTLY ON GOOD

A Mission To Find Every WW II Veteran Before It’s Too Late

16 million served—a few hundred thousand are still alive

COMMUNITIES

Stacey Leasca

Artists Use Bacteria To ‘Grow’ Masterpieces

Why petri dishes make the perfect canvas

INNOVATION

Kate Ryan

The Strategy To Get More Military Service Members A College Degree

A passing score on a 90-minute exam makes a path to a diploma

EDUCATION

Jonathan Smith

America Is (Almost) Entirely Energy Independent But the concept doesn’t stand up to scrutiny by serious people

So why do we keep importing oil from the Middle East—or anywhere else?

THE PLANET

Ben Jervey

Some Men Are Furious Over A Female-Only Wonder Woman Screening

False equivalence, anybody?

CULTURE

Tod Perry

English Bar Reminds Men To Stop Confusing Kindness For Flirting

Men sometimes confuse kindess with flirting 

CULTURE

Tod Perry

TRUMP COMMUNITIES SPORTS

Hillary Jokes About Trump Being Impeached
During Commencement Speech
The phrase ‘obstruction of justice’ has never got such a big laugh  by Tod
Perry

This Mexican Politician Keeps Insisting He
Meant To Use ‘#campaignhashtag’ As His
Campaign's Hashtag
Shockingly, his original hashtag may have been even worse by Penn Collins

Adorable Golf Ball Retrieving Dog Raises
Money For Charity
The Bernese mountain dog presented the gift in the cutest way imaginable by

Penn Collins

! Share on Facebook " Share on Twitter + Copy Link

About Advertise Contact Shop FAQ Newsletter Subscribe Terms Privacy Careers ! " , -©2017 GOOD Worldwide Inc

https://www.good.is/articles/kcrw-ww2-memorial-day
https://www.good.is/slideshows/agar-art-bacteria-paintings
https://www.good.is/articles/helping-military-service-members-finish-college
https://www.good.is/features/energy-independence-handout-big-oil
https://www.good.is/articles/women-only-wonder-woman-screening
https://www.good.is/articles/confusing-kindness-for-flirting
https://www.good.is/articles/hillary-clinton-jokes-trumps-impeachment
https://www.good.is/articles/mexican-politican-hashtag
https://www.good.is/articles/dog-golf-balls
https://www.facebook.com/GOODHQ
https://twitter.com/good
http://instagram.com/goodhq
http://good.tumblr.com/
http://www.goodinc.com/
http://www.goodinc.com/projects/reach
https://www.good.is/about/contact
http://shop.good.is/
https://www.good.is/about/faq
https://www.good.is/newsletter
http://subscribe.goodmagazine.com/
https://www.good.is/about/terms
https://www.good.is/about/privacy
https://goodinc.workable.com/

